




Eco Lodges long shot

Here, the  Dept. of Forests, Govt. of Rajasthan made 2 Tourist Lodges in 2007.  

These cottages were to be managed by the people who lived abutting the 
forest. The idea was that profits from wildlife tourism should go to the 
local people who would become a part of the conservation process.  



THE EDC
To make local people a part of the conservation process 

a Govt. of Rajasthan Order in year 2000, 
created a new concept of the EDC or the Eco Development Committee. 

It sought Conservation of Biodiversity in Protected Areas 
through cooperation of the local people 
by strengthening their rural economy.

It also stated that the success of this concept 
is dependent on active participation of the local people. 

Order of the Govt. of Rajasthan. 



To engage participation of the local people 
these eco cottages were mandated 

to be managed by the EDC or
the Eco Development Committee
of the abutting village of Dudhalia 

with the help of an NGO.

Dudhalia EDC Members



Although the 
cottages 

are Spartan 
they offer all the 

creatures comforts 
for a forest stay.  

.



Since 2007, the eco cottages are being 
managed by a team of EDC Members. 

» .

Gopal Lal
is the Caretaker 
and the Cook.

He is also the one 
who  takes the 
calls for making 

Reservations
of the cottages. 

9636908704

Gopal
makes simple 

vegetarian 
meals at short 

notice and has a 
repertoire of 
rural sweet 

dishes.



.

Pratap
is another

EDC member 
who is a TEK or 

“Traditional 
Ecological 

Knowledge” 
Expert. 

Pratap takes 
you for a walk 
in the wild 
showing you 
the beauty of a 
seed, a flower, 
a fruit, a root, 
a leaf…



A Walk in the Wild with Family & Friends



There is breakfast, lunch and evening tea 
under the jhompa

where a vegetarian cuisine is served. 







Government, the Village People & Ecopanions

Walk the Wild is a unique program 
that brings together 3 participants –

the Government, the People and an NGO –
in a collaborative effort 

with the objective of conserving wildlife resources
while providing income to the local people. 

Ecopanions began by helping 
to manage these facilities on a daily basis 

as well as bring clientele from nearby cities and towns. 
Ecopanions has a creative relationship with the people 

and the Dept. of Forests, Govt. of Rajasthan. 
Your taking the “Walk in the Wild”

will go a long way in empowering the local people 
and help make a dream come true.

Thank you.




